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Repentance from dead works  
Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 
instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. (Hebrews 6:1-2) 

 
x You will never advance to maturity until you __________________________. 

1.  Two critical reasons to master the fundamentals 
x You can only live so long drinking milk. Either you mature ________________. 

 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, 
not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted 
with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by 
constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. (Hebrews 
5:12-14) 

x A failure to mature will produce thorns and thistles in your life. 

Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful 
to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. But land that 
produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In 
the end it will be burned. (Hebrews 6:7-8) 

2.  The first fundamental of the faith: Repentance from dead works 
x  “Works of death”: There are many things that can kill us.  

   --Idolatry  --Murder  --Lying 
   --Theft   --Addictions  --Sexual sin 
 
   --Selfishness  --Jealousy  --Unkindness 
   --Worldliness  --Gossip  --Arrogance 
 

Those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very 
things but also approve of those who practice them. (Romans 1:32) 

x The first word of the Gospel is __________________. 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
near.” (Matthew  4:17) 

 Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 
Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, 
you too will all perish. (Luke 13:1-3) 

If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down 
and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent 
and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. (Jeremiah 18:7-8) 
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x Four things repentance is not: 

  --________________________  --_____________ (“I take full responsibility”) 
  --________________________  --_________________________ 
  

x Seven traits of real repentance: 

Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 
worldly sorrow brings death. See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what 
earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what 
longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have 
proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. (2 Corinthians 7:10-11) 

 
  --Earnestness: Total sincerity in your sorrow 
  --Eagerness to clear yourself: Doing whatever it takes to make things right 
  --Indignation: Real irritation that you failed God, someone else, or yourself 
  --Alarm: An intense focus on why this must be made right 
  --Longing: Yearning to get right 
  --Concern: An ability to feel what you have put someone else through 
  --Readiness to make things right: Making amends where possible 

3.  How to live repentantly 
x __________________ about your problems. Listen to God’s gentle discipline in your 

life. Remember that most of us are deceived about the seriousness of our sins. 

When you are on your beds, search your hearts and be silent. (Psalm 4:4) 
x _________________________. Name the problem, and ask for grace. 

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. (James 5:16) 

x ___________________ where possible. 

Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it 
while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, 
and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into 
prison.  (Matthew 5:25) 

x _____________________. When you repent, you are set free! 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the 
law of sin and death.  (Romans 8:1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. (Luke 15:7) 


